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Minutes of the Planning Committee meeting  

held on 25th August 2017 at 10am at the Library, Westway. 

 

Present: Cllrs Dennis (Chairman); Botten and Webster 

 

PL 019  Apologies for absence 

 Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Cllr Orrick 

 

PL 020  Declarations of interest 

 Cllr Dennis declared an interest in 73 Court Road, the nature of his interest being 

 a neighbour as the applicant. 

 

PL 021  Matters arising 

  There had been a lack of response to enquiries made to the TDC planning  

  department as well as other issues. It was suggested that a regular meeting with  

  a TDC planning officer be requested. Cllr Botten agreed to write to Mr Mason  

  requesting this.  

  There had been no response from TDC to the Parish Council query regarding 77- 

  79 High Street and the Clerk agreed to chase. 

 

PL 021  Planning Applications  

 Prior to the meeting the chairman had circulated suggested draft responses to 

 applications received. The committee further considered applications.  

 

 RESOLVED: that the following responses to planning applications be made: 

 

  List for the week ending 28.07.17. 

 2017/1569/TPO: 21 Foxon Close 

 Reduce height and width of two ash trees by 3m 

 No comment 
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 2017/1463: 4 Chatfield Court   

 Two-storey side, front and rear extension - generally in keeping with

 neighbouring properties - no obvious issues. 

 No comment 

 

 2017/1502 1 Spire Place, 6 Stanstead Road  

 Ground floor window to side elevation 

 No comment 

 

 33 Birch Avenue  

 Replacement of flat roof to existing extension 

 No comment 

  List for the week ending 04.08.17 

 

 2017/1552: 73 Court Road  

 Loft conversion with roof-level dormer to rear  

 No comment 

 

 2017/1664/TPO:   18 Foxon Close  

 Fell whitebeam, reduce horse chestnut by 2-3m 

 Comment: The Parish Council notes that the whitebeam is stated to be 

 diseased and therefore asks that the Tree Officer makes a site inspection to 

 confirm that felling is required. If so a replacement tree of a suitable species (to 

 be agreed with the Tree Officer) should be planted within an agreed timescale 

 and given equivalent TPO status. This should be agreed with the applicant 

 before planning consent is granted. 

  List: w/e 11.08.17.  

 

 2017/1302: 17A Coulsdon Road  

 Conversion of roof space including new mansard, to create 4 additional 

 residential units 

 Objection: The Parish Council believes that its ability to fulfil its role as a 

 Statutory Consultee on behalf of residents has been prejudiced by the 

 presentation of this proposal as an Outline application only. As a result, there is 

 insufficient information to determine whether the overall principle of 

 additional residential units at this site would achieve a sustainable 

 development. A scheme of only 4 units should be a Full Application, enabling 

 the Design and Access Statement to be more informative than the minimal 

 document presented. Because it is not there are material issues that affect the 

 decision on the suitability of the site for additional units about which no 

 information has been presented. 
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  Parking: much of Caterham suffers from severe on-street parking congestion.  

  One of  the causes is new developments with insufficient on-site parking   

  provision. There are double yellow lines along this part of Coulsdon Road. It is  

  important that parking does  not overspill from the site into Stanley Street  

  (which serves as the main access to a housing development) or into the parking 

  areas for adjacent flats. The development achieved in relation to providing  

  spaces for the existing two residential floors and access to the waste storage  

  etc? A plan showing the proposed layout of the rear yard  is essential. 

 

  Flood risk: Caterham has suffered repeated flash flood episodes, most recently  

  in June 2016 when many residents were left homeless and businesses ruined.  

  Coulsdon Road now has 1.5 km of new housing developments with extensive  

  impermeable hard standing and no effective sustainable drainage. As a result,  

  the area is regularly flooded in storm events. This includes the roadway outside 

  the site where a large pool forms because of the lack of street drains. The  

  existing drainage and sewers have not been properly maintained or upgraded  

  for the volume of development, as reported by engineers W.S. Atkins. The  

  system is currently under investigation by the Lead Local Flood Authority,  

  Surrey County Council. It is therefore particularly important that any further  

  residential development does not overload a drainage system recognised as  

  inadequate. 

 

  In relation to the emerging Neighbourhood Plan, Thames Water have recently  

  stated  as follows. Developers must demonstrate that there is adequate waste  

  and surface water drainage both on and off site to serve the development and  

  avoid problems for other users. They must also make proper provision for  

  surface water drainage to ground, water course or surface water sewer. It  

  must not drain to the foul sewer as this is a major contributor to sewer   

  flooding. 

 

The Caterham flash flooding is characterised by sewer overflow into streets and 

properties. Every development is contributing cumulatively to this 

environmental impact. Is the capacity of adjoining sewers and street drains 

adequate for the output of these additional dwellings? What permeable 

surfacing, drains and soakaways are proposed in the rear yard to make the site 

self-sustaining in rainwater  management? It is important to prevent 

surcharge of surface water onto the adjoining highway and from there down 

slope into the Coulsdon Road flood dip outside the property. Why has the Local 

Planning Authority not consulted the Lead Local Flood Authority in a known 

risk area? 

 

 Because of these strategic issues the Parish Council asks that the application be 

 considered by Planning Committee. It should be rejected in favour of a full 

 planning application. 
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2017/1441: r/o 127 Whyteleafe Road  

Detached dwelling in rear garden 

Objection: The Parish Council notes the concerns of neighbours including the 

size of the building being out of character with the area and constituting 

overdevelopment; resulting in overlooking, with loss of privacy and amenity – 

contrary to the Council’s own policies. These are all material planning 

considerations. 

The proposal is for a substantial detached house. Its scale and particularly the 3 

storey  element appears over-dominant within the setting of the existing 

garden plot, the rear  gardens along Whyteleafe Road and in proximity to the 

rear of the host property. The attempts to reduce overlooking have simply 

resulted in a structure where the bulk and  height become overbearing. For 

example, the main frontal elevation onto Cedar Park contains an unrelieved 

flank wall and roof line that is 8.7 metres wide and 3 storeys high.  

 

The existing frontage along Whyteleafe Road is tree-lined and the character of 

the area is strongly influenced by the layout of established rear gardens with 

mature trees and planting. In addition to being a visual amenity, garden 

environments are increasingly important for wildlife conservation, biodiversity 

and climate change resilience. The Parish Council is concerned at the loss of 

trees and planting. Because of the size of the proposed building there would be 

no opportunity for sufficient  replanting and habitat restoration to contribute to 

the Government’s commitment to halt the overall decline in biodiversity and 

create net gains (NPPF, 109). 

 

The Parish Council is concerned at the lack of information provided on key 

issues: 

The building is stated as being in Surrey vernacular style but no details of the 

materials and finishes that would ensure a high-quality design are given. A 

Design and Access Statement would assist. 

There is no arboricultural assessment despite the application site and its 

surroundings  being subject to Tree Preservation Order (TPO 8/1997/TAN). The 

Parish Council will resist any felling of protected trees unless clearly diseased or 

dangerous. The TDC Tree Officer should be consulted. 

There is no information about the capacity of existing street utilities to take the 

additional input and output generated by a 5-bedroom household. Is it feasible 

to connect into the services within Cedar Park (a private road) or would the 

route be through the host property? What porous surfacing, drainage and 

soakaways will the parking areas have to avoid surcharge of storm run-off 

onto the adjoining highway?  
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In relation to the emerging Neighbourhood Plan, Thames Water have recently 

stated  that developers must demonstrate that there is adequate waste and 

surface water  drainage both on and off site to serve the development and 

avoid problems for other users. They must also make proper provision for 

surface water drainage to ground, water courses or surface water sewer. It 

must not drain to the foul sewer as this is a major contributor to sewer 

flooding. Caterham has suffered repeated flash floods characterised by sewer 

flooding.  

 

Every development, even of one house, is contributing cumulatively to this 

environmental impact, yet no information regarding mitigation is being 

required from  applicants. The Parish Council therefore feels that the Local 

Planning Authority is not giving sufficient attention to this material 

consideration in decision making. 

 

 List for the week ending 18.08.17 

 

2017/1281: 90 Chaldon Road  

Single storey rear extension 

No comment 

 

2017/1435: 42 Oakgrove  

Glass-roofed veranda (retrospective) 

No comment 

 

2017/1659: 7 Birch Avenue  

Two storey side and single storey rear extensions 

No comment 

 

2017/1682: 153 Whyteleafe Road  

Single storey side extension (conversion of garage to habitable) 

No comment 

PL 022  Planning spreadsheet 

  The spreadsheet had been circulated by email. 

   Noted 

 

PL 023  Coulsdon Lodge 

  This is an appendix 8 HELAA site (see below).  

  RESOLVED: to request that District Councillor, Mrs Webster be    

  asked to approach the developer. 

   

PL 024  Consultations 



 

Planning Committee 25th August 2017 

  It was reported that TDC have decided not to have a section 18 consultation on  

  the HELAA appendix 8 sites.  

  RESOLVED: that the Chair of the CR3 Steering Group, Mr Duck, be asked to  

  object to lack of consultation on behalf of the CR3 Forum. 

  . 

PL 025  Items for inclusion on future agenda 

  Employing the TDC tree officer to give advice as needed.  

 

PL 026  Next meeting 

  It was agreed to hold the next planning committee meeting on 22nd September  

  2017. 

 

  The meeting closed at 11am 

 

 


