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At a time when both our first and second tier Councils are facing massive financial 

difficulties, Caterham on the Hill Parish Council is in a very healthy position. Third 

tier Councils are, mainly, free of any cap on the increase they are allowed to make 

to their annual precept (Council Tax). Despite this and because of actions 

previously recommended by F&GP, and adopted by Caterham on the Hill Parish 

Council, the Council has again been able to avoid an increase to the amount paid 

per household. We have always been in the lowest quarter of Parishes in the 

Tandridge area for cost per household and for 2017/18 will be the third lowest 

charging Parish in the District. Of the two who charge less, one of them, Titsey, 

serves a population of just 272 and does not operate as a Parish Council merely a 

Parish Meeting. 

 

Whilst maintaining financial stability and minimal increases for several years, 

Council has fulfilled all of its commitments and duties and undertaken work that 

higher level Authorities have been unable to complete (eg winter maintenance, 

provision of bins and benches). These extra tasks have always been assessed for 

sustainability before becoming part of the Council’s responsibility and are taken 

on by the Parish Council to fulfil our objective of improving civic pride and to 

ensure that the service provision to our residents matches their, and our, 

expectations. We anticipate that the demands on us will grow, both in scope and 

extent, to fill the gap left by reductions in what both SCC and TDC are able to 

provide. We are well placed to accept greater responsibilities, both financially and 

with our excellent staff, should it be to our residents’ benefit for us to so do. 

 

All members of the committee contribute greatly to its work and we are indebted 

to the Clerk for her good record keeping and regular reports. Yet again both our 

internal and external audits were assessed as good. 

 

 

Report filed by John Orrick vice chairman F&GP on behalf of Jean Hooper 

Chairman due to illness. 


