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Helen Broughton Clerk to the Council 

65 Court Road, Caterham, Surrey CR3 5RH 

Tel: 01883 708310   Email: Caterhamhillpc@msn.com 

www.caterhamhillparishcouncil.co.uk 

 

 

Meeting of the Council 

 

Minutes of a meeting of Caterham on the Hill Parish Council, which took place at  

8.15pm on Wednesday 12th April 2017 in 

 the Library, Westway, Caterham on the Hill. 

 

 

Present:  Councillors C Botten 

  S Burningham 

  L  Darlow 

  G Dennis 

  J Orrick (part meeting) 

  H Turner 

  J Webster 

 

Also present:  Helen Rujbally, co-opted (projects / flooding), Mrs H Broughton, Clerk to 

  the Council. 

 

Apologies:     Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Councillors 

Warner and Hooper. 

 

 

C 227 Declarations of interest arising from the agenda    

 

 Councillors Orrick and Turner declared an interest in planning application TA/2017/462 - Rugby Field, 

Park Avenue, Caterham, the nature of their interest being personal links with Caterham School. 

   

 Noted 

 

C 228 Public Forum 

 

 An issue was raised regarding increased litter on the streets over the past few months. The Chairman 

advised that the Parish Council had been monitoring the situation since the street sweeper retired and 

was aware of the issue and that possible solutions would be considered at a future meeting.  
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 A resident asked if Surrey County Council (SCC) had a statutory duty to keep street lights on at night. 

Councillor Orrick said they had not and Councillor Botten advised that the Parish Council had 

approached SCC to see it could fund keeping lights in Caterham on the Hill, however SCC had not been 

willing to divide up budget. The Chairman would continue to press SCC on this issue.   

    

C 229 Minutes of the previous Council meeting  

 

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the Council meeting held on 1st March 2017 be approved and signed 

by the Chairman.  

   

C 230 Matters arising from the Council meeting held on 1st March 2017. 

 

 There were no matters arising.  

 

 Noted. 

 

C 231 Committee reports 

 RESOLVED:   

 i)   that the minutes of the Projects Committee held on 24th March 2017 be approved subject to Cllr 

Dennis’ name being removed from the list of attendees. 

ii)  that the minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee meeting held on 24th March 

2017 be approved and signed by the Chairman, subject to Cllr Burningham being recorded as only 

being present for part of the meeting.    

 

PROJECTS 

 

C 232     Barracks Play Area 

 

Cllr Botten reported that there had been further correspondence between the Caterham Barracks 

Community Trust and the Tandridge District Council solicitor regarding the transfer of the play area 

freehold. There remain some legal issues.  

The Village Association was holding a meeting on 24th April at 7.30pm at the Fleeting Brook to which 

Councillors had been invited to attend. 

 

Noted.  

 

C 233     Beating the Bounds 

 

Councillors Darlow and Webster had walked the route. Councillor Webster would speak to Roger 

Packham to try and obtain up to date information on the route.  

 

Noted. 

 

C 234     Town End Car Park 
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Councillor Webster had visited the Manager of the Co-op regarding publicising the Town End car park 

to ease dangerous parking on the road outside the shop. The Manager had been unaware of the car 

park and would be willing to put posters in the window. Councillor Duck agreed to contact TDC with 

options for signage and he would report back to the next Parish Council meeting.  

 

RESOLVED: to note the above and include on a future agenda.   

   

              FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE 

 

C235 Payment schedule 

 

 RESOLVED: to approve the schedule of payments (appendix 1)  

 

C 236 Finance Committee Chairman’s Report 

 

 There was nothing further to report.  

 

 PLANNING 

 

C 237 Recent Planning applications 

 

 TA/2017/462 - Rugby Field, Park Avenue, Caterham 

 

 RESOLVED: to approve an objection to the above application (appendix 2) 

 

 TA/2017/151: 77-79 High Street  

 The Parish Council had written to the owners of this property as work appeared to have started 

 prior to permission being obtained. The work appeared to have stopped as a result.  

 

 RESOLVED: to approve an objection to the above application (appendix 3) 

 

C 238 Planning Committee Chairman’s Report  

   

 The Chairman had visited Chaldon Village Council’s meeting and assured councillors that 

 Caterham on the Hill Parish Council would support them in any objections to the Village Garden 

 site at Tollsworth, as included in the Local Plan.  

  

C 239 Open Green Space 

 

 Councillor Dennis said that the Neighbourhood Plan was an opportunity to 

 designate open spaces and local green space in Caterham on the Hill, which will offer protection 

 and can only be done via the Neighbourhood Plan. He suggested adding smaller urban spaces 

 and perhaps school playing fields. 
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 RESOLVED: to delegate authority to Cllr Dennis to identify and include green spaces and that 

 this item be included on the next agenda. 

 

C 240 Meetings and events 

 Councillors shared information on recent meetings attended.  

 Details of upcoming events were circulated. 

 

C 241 There were no items for future agenda  

 

 The meeting closed at 9.05pm 
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Appendix 1 

   

 

SCHEDULE OF PAYMENTS FOR APPROVAL April Council meeting 

 

 

Company/Person Details    Amount 

 

 

Surrey ALC Ltd  Annual membership of Surrey ALC  £2,310.41 

 

Clerks Expenses See below    £209.78 

 

Miss N A Robinson Caterham Design Statement   £1,000 

 

MB Gibbins   CR3 Forum clerking   £97.83 

 

HMRC   Tax and NI    £567.58 

 

 

       

 

Clerk expenses 

Computer Solutions Repair of laptop   £47.88 

Amazon   Parts for repair of laptop   £144.82 

Post office   Agenda - large 1st   £7.84 

Craft Stationers Photocopying agenda   £9.24 

   

TOTAL       £209.78 
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Appendix 2 

 

TA/2017/462 - Rugby Field, Park Avenue, Caterham 

 

The application site falls within the Green Belt, where NPPF indicates that construction of new buildings is 

inappropriate except in certain cases. These include facilities for outdoor sport and recreation. The new 

pavilion and changing rooms fall within that category. 

  

This proposal is for an extension to the new building. However it is a residential planning application and so 

does not fall under the sports exemption. NPPF does not indicate that buildings ancillary to sports use can 

include housing. 

  

The proposal is therefore inappropriate development unless very special circumstances exist. NPPF indicates 

that this will only be the case if potential harm to the Green Belt is clearly outweighed by other considerations. 

  

The Parish Council regards the introduction of residential development into the Green Belt at this location as 

inherently harmful. The Rugby Club forms part of a narrow strategic corridor of Green Belt that prevents the 

increasingly built up areas of Caterham Hill and Valley (along Stanstead Road) from merging. 

  

At present there is a clear and permanent boundary between the sports facilities (within the Green Belt) and 

the adjoining housing (outside it). If an ad hoc residential precedent was allowed then effectively the 

boundary would be moved and there could be further creeping urbanisation within the Green Belt. The 

present boundary must be maintained, unless a change is approved under the formal review being carried out 

for the emerging Local Plan. That would require exceptional circumstances to be demonstrated. 

  

The Parish Council can see no very special circumstances that outweigh this potential harm to the Green Belt. 

The applicant cites security concerns but (assuming measures such as fencing and CCTV are insufficient) why 

would an overnight security guard require two flats? 

  

The applicant is prepared to accept a condition limiting occupancy to persons having a function in relation to 

security or operation of the sports facilities, but this would be difficult for TDC to monitor and enforce. No 

clear evidence is presented as to why such staff need to live on the site, as opposed to travelling to work 

there. 

  

The Parish Council therefore opposes this application and asks that it be determined by the Planning 

Committee.” 
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Appendix 3 

 

TA/2017/151: 77-79 High Street 

This application is inadequately presented, in part contradictory and appears to contain errors. 

The proposal appears to constitute over-development of flats on this fairly small site. 

 

It is not clear from the plans or the planning statement how the stated increase in car parking will be provided 

and whether all the spaces will be solely available for use by residents and business users of this specific 

property.  The parking space behind 77-79 High Street is not physically separated from land behind 73-75 High 

Street.  

 

There is also reference to further "off-street parking" in Court Road.  Presumably that should refer to on-

street, not off-street, parking.  However, the High Street end of Court Road is already fully occupied by parked 

vehicles at most times (other than on sections with yellow lines), and attempts by extra vehicles from the 

proposed flats to use this road for parking would usually be impossible and always unacceptable. 

 

The applicants should be asked to check their plans and statements for accuracy and to submit further details 

to enable full consideration of the proposal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


