
 
Draft Minutes of 

CATERHAM ON THE HILL ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 
The Library, Westway, Caterham on the Hill 

6.30 pm on Wednesday 12th April 2017 
 

 
   Chairman:  Cllr C Botten, Chairman of the Parish Council  

Also present:  13 members of the public including Parish Councillors 
Apologies:  Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Hooper and Warner. 

 
 
1. Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on Wednesday 15 April 2016 
 
 RESOLVED: that the Chairman sign the minutes as a true record of the meeting.  
 
2. Presentation from Sure Start and Caterham Children’s Centre 
 The Chairman introduced Linda Smith who circulated hand-outs to residents and asked them to 

share these with anyone who might be interested in using the services of Sure Start. 
 The Children’s Centre opened in June 2003 and provides antenatal services and support to 

families. Recent achievements included a baby friendly award and healthy children’s centre 
award.  

 
3. Flood Action Group 
 Helen Rujbally updated the meeting on the work of the Caterham and Old Coulsdon Flood 

Action Group. A meeting was to be held on May 10th from 4pm to 10pm at Hillcroft School for 
residents to come and ask questions. She also asked for residents with concerns to contact the 
group. 

 
2. Annual Reports 
 Due to time constraints the Chairman advised that reports from Committee Chairmen would be 

published on the Parish Council website.  
 
3. Open Forum  
 Members of the public requested Parish Council assistance in resolving an issue with parking 

along Whyteleafe Road, stating that parking along the road made the area near the junction 
with Waller Lane extremely dangerous. Councillor Botten advised that this was a Surrey County 
Council matter but that he and Councillor Orrick would meet with residents to discuss this issue.  

 
 The number of vans parked along Coulsdon Road from Enterprise was of concern to residents. 

Councillor Eithne Webster advised that she had spoken to the Managing Director of Enterprise 
and they were looking into alternative premises.  

 
The meeting closed at 7.40pm  

 



Chairman’s Report for the Municipal Year 2016/7 

 

The work of Caterham on the Hill Parish Council was wide ranging and challenging 

this year. Obviously, the disastrous floods of June 7th made a huge impact on the 

community and directed much of the work of the Council. We fund the continuing 

work of the Flood Action Group and have co-opted one of its members as a 

councillor to advise us on the most effective ways in which we can support 

residents and fight for the improvements to local infrastructure so that such an 

event is less likely to recur. Our public meeting was well attended and we continue 

to engage with residents affected. 

We have had presentations at Council from the Village Association regarding 

matters in the Village, from Cllr Martin Fisher on the Local Plan, and from Alastair 

Durkin TDC’s Senior Tree Officer. Our meetings have always benefitted from the 

attendance of Cllr Duck who leads on the Neighbourhood Plan and keeps the 

Council fully informed. 

We remain focused on key projects- the refurbishment of the Library and of the 

playground at the Arc, though in both cases we have been frustrated by the lack of 

forward movement in their delivery. We are pleased that TDC will nominate a 

senior officer to take on a vacant Trustee role on CBCT so that we can continue to 

work constructively with them and the Village Association. 

We have successfully argued our case for the use of Community Infrastructure Levy 

on the work of the Flood Action Group and to increase capacity in primary care, 

especially for counselling; we need to build support and resilience for residents 

affected by disaster and we are looking to learn all the lessons from the events of 

June 7th. 

We know that we may well need to extend our winter resilience programme this 

year if SCC makes cuts, as is likely, and we are ready to ensure that we have a solid 

and reliable resilience programme for the parish, in partnership with Chaldon and 

Whyteleafe Village Councils. 

We lost our dedicated street cleaner at Christmas and a number of residents have 

complained that standards of cleaning are not as high as previously; we keep the 

matter under review. 

Finally, we hope that this municipal year will see the Neighbourhood Plan come to 

the public in a referendum after all the outstanding work done by so many 

volunteers. We thank them, and all the volunteers who have worked so hard for 

our community this year. 

 



Finances & General Purposes Committee annual report 2016 / 2017 

 

At a time when both our first and second tier Councils are facing massive financial 

difficulties, Caterham on the Hill Parish Council is in a very healthy position. Third 

tier Councils are, mainly, free of any cap on the increase they are allowed to make 

to their annual precept (Council Tax). Despite this and because of actions 

previously recommended by F&GP, and adopted by Caterham on the Hill Parish 

Council, the Council has again been able to avoid an increase to the amount paid 

per household. We have always been in the lowest quarter of Parishes in the 

Tandridge area for cost per household and for 2017/18 will be the third lowest 

charging Parish in the District. Of the two who charge less, one of them, Titsey, 

serves a population of just 272 and does not operate as a Parish Council merely a 

Parish Meeting. 

 

Whilst maintaining financial stability and minimal increases for several years, 

Council has fulfilled all of its commitments and duties and undertaken work that 

higher level Authorities have been unable to complete (eg winter maintenance, 

provision of bins and benches). These extra tasks have always been assessed for 

sustainability before becoming part of the Council’s responsibility and are taken 

on by the Parish Council to fulfil our objective of improving civic pride and to 

ensure that the service provision to our residents matches their, and our, 

expectations. We anticipate that the demands on us will grow, both in scope and 

extent, to fill the gap left by reductions in what both SCC and TDC are able to 

provide. We are well placed to accept greater responsibilities, both financially and 

with our excellent staff, should it be to our residents’ benefit for us to so do. 

 

All members of the committee contribute greatly to its work and we are indebted 

to the Clerk for her good record keeping and regular reports. Yet again both our 

internal and external audits were assessed as good. 

 

 

Report filed by John Orrick vice chairman F&GP on behalf of Jean Hooper 

Chairman due to illness. 



Projects Committee Report April 2017 
 

May 2016 saw some new Parish Councillors joining some who had served for 
previous terms. George Dennis became a member of the projects committee along 
with Hilary Turner, Jeremy Webster and Chris Botten in his role as Parish Council 
Chairman. 
 
This year we held various events which have been regular ones for our council. 
These included a successful allotment competition in August which was judged by 
Kevin Grimshaw from Knights Garden Centre and we thank him for doing such a 
professional job for us. Prizes were presented to the winners in a small ceremony. 
We held our increasingly popular Christmas Cedar tree event. Holding it on a 
Sunday enables us to close the road and make it a safer for all those who come 
along. Thanks to St Francis and Hillcroft schools, the Oxted brass band, Caterham 
Community Choir and local traders who made generous donations of food and 
drink. I want to give a special thanks to Hilary Turner for cooking a huge number of 
delicious mince pies. We also thank Father Christmas for finding the time to make 
his visit. 

 
We didn’t hold the Beating of the Bounds during the 2016 Festival but will be having 
this event during this May with thanks to Jeremy Webster and Lucy Darlow for 
taking the lead on this. 
 
The retention of, and planting of new trees is something many of our residents are 
interested in. At one of our council meetings Alistair Durkin from TDC, and a local 
resident Jon Mountain, gave us some advice on the matter on new planting. George 
Dennis and Jeremy Webster are considering matters relating to trees and green 
spaces both of which are very important to us on the Hill. 
 
For all the years, we have provided hanging baskets and High Street troughs and 
since the re-vamp of Hillcroft corner, How Green Nurseries? have done an excellent 
job providing floral displays throughout the year. This company have now ceased 
trading and we have found a new company, CJS, to carry out this work. We will be 
looking at increasing the provision of planting in our town centres. 
 
The value of persistence was illustrated by the erection of gate-way signs at the 
various entry points to our parish. This project was first suggested at the time of 
the Kenley Park development when the provision of a sign on the road adjacent to 
this new estate was part of the 106 agreement. The project hit various obstacles, 
slipped down our agenda, was looked at again and finally made it as a completed 
project. The original 106 agreement went the way of many similar ones and the 



parish met the full cost. Many members of the Parish Council have received 
favourable comments on the new signs. 
 
We are hoping that persistence will pay out in another project that the Parish 
Council has been interested in over the last few years. Our library is a much-valued 
facility here on the Hill. After much discussion, the county library department   
agreed that we could hold our Parish meetings in the building and we also hold 
councillors’ surgeries here as arranged by John Orrick our county councillor. We 
have been in negotiations with members of the library management to carry out 
improvements to our local building. These would be financed by us. A while ago we 
thought we were reaching an agreement with county but they appear reluctant to 
allow us to get involved. John Orrick has been very active in trying to persuade the 
county of our case and he has our thanks. 
 
Thank you to all parish councillors, our clerk Helen Broughton and our warden Steve 
Butler for their work in the various projects over the last year 
 
Sarah Burningham – Chairman Projects Committee 2016-2017 

 
 
 


