
     
  
   

 
    

  
 

 

 
        

   
 
 

          
 

    
         

 

     
             

  
 

               
            

    
  

            
    

          
 

             
            
       

  
       

        
   

            
      

 
  

Caterham on the Hill Parish Council 
65 Court Road 
Caterham CR3 5RH 

Tel: 01883 708310 
Email: clerk@caterhamhillparishcouncil.co.uk 

Minutes of a  meeting  of  Caterham on  the  Hill  Parish  Council  Planning  Committee     
held on Friday 31st  July at  2pm  via Zoom  

Present: Cllr G Dennis (Chair), Cllr D Brent, Cllr C Botten, Cllr J Orrick, Cllr J Webster 
In attendance: Mrs H Broughton, Clerk 

PL 013 	# Apologies for   absence  
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Rujbally and Botten. 

PL 014	# Declarations of interest 
There were no declarations of interest arising from the agenda. 

PL 015 	# Planning Decisions  
Recent planning decisions were noted. 
It was agreed to include heritage buildings and design awards on the October planning 
agenda. 

PL 016 	# Objectives for the Draft Open Space Strategy   
Comments on the Draft Open Space Strategy Action Plan for Caterham on the Hill had been 
requested by Tandridge District Council however the deadline did not give the Parish Council 
sufficient time to comment. 
RESOLVED: 

i. ) that the Clerk write to advise TDC that the Parish Council would be responding after
the deadline, as insufficient time was given. 

ii. # that Cllrs Orrick, Webster and Duck draft a paper for the August Council meeting.

PL 017 	# Appeal for  42 Whyteleafe Road   
42 Whyteleafe Road has gone to appeal. The Parish Council did not originally comment on 
this application, partly because there had been no comments from neighbours, however 
TDC had not notified neighbours in error. 
RESOLVED: 

i. ) to recommend to residents that they write to the Inspector to inform him that
they were not notified by TDC of the planning application and to include their 
objections. 

ii. ) that the Parish Council advise the Inspector that residents were not informed.
iii. to include future planning applications on the website.

PL 018 	# 2019/1699 Annes Walk and Whyteleafe Road     
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The Planning Committee was concerned by the lack of communication with Annes Walk / 
Whyteleafe Planning applications and by application 2019/1699 being determined under 
delegated action. 
RESOLVED: that Cllr Dennis draft a letter to the CEO of TDC regarding the above concerns. 

PL 020   Church Walk  
It was suggested that the Parish Council submit a short summary of objections to the 
Church Walk application and consider a joint submission with Caterham Valley Parish 
Council. 
RESOLVED: that the Clerk contact Caterham Valley regarding a joint submission. 

PL 021	#  Planning  applications  
To approve responses to the following planning applications: 

2020/1061: 38 Burntwood Lane 
Part single, part two storey side and rear extension. Extension of garage including roof 
accommodation 

Comment: 
The free standing double garage would be extended and a roof storey added to create a coach 
house structure the size of a small detached house. Therefore if approved please ensure by 
means of planning condition that this home office may only be used for ancillary domestic 
purposes by occupants of the main house and not as a separate dwelling. 

2020/881: Annes Walk
)

Shanly Homes - 10 semi-detached and one detached
)

Objection:  
Access 
The proposal is presented as a partial redesign of application 2018/2445, granted on Appeal. In 
reality it is a self-contained full application that includes the access onto Annes Walk. Therefore 
it could in principle be built separately, with or without the remainder of 2018/2445. This raises 
material issues that have not been considered. 
In its statutory responses to the original application the Parish drew attention to what was 
obvious to local people and their elected representatives. The original application was 
fundamentally flawed in one key respect. Access from Annes Walk is not feasible because the 
carriageway is too narrow to cope with the increased traffic including construction, emergency 
and service vehicles. The District Council previously noted in its Site Assessment for what was 
then Local Plan site CAT007 that the site is in effect landlocked as Annes Walk would not be 
suitable to serve the development. 
This matter is a material consideration under District Council Policies CSP18 and DP5. 
Regrettably neither the Surrey Highways responses nor the District Council’s own report took it 
into account, focusing instead on the entrance into the development at one end of Annes Walk 
and the junction with Whyteleafe Road at the other end. As a result of this omission, the 
decision by the Planning Inspectorate did not consider the carriageway fundamentals either. 
Nevertheless it remains an incontrovertible fact that Annes Walk fails the Highway Authority’s 
own standards (Surrey Design Technical Appendix, section 3.3) and hence Policy DP5 that 
specifically refers to them. Annes Walk would be expected to serve more than double the 
existing number of dwellings (up from 36 to 75). The highway standards specify that to serve 75 
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dwellings the carriageway should be 7.0 metres wide but it is only 5.2 m. This inadequacy has 
been amply demonstrated by what has happened since 2018/2445 was granted. The attempts 
by the developer to bring construction vehicles along Annes Walk have resulted in chaos and 
confrontation, adversely affecting road safety and the welfare of the residents. This is despite 
the developer already owning an alternative useable construction access at 172 Whyteleafe 
Road. The Parish Council is therefore disappointed at the way this site has been addressed by 
both the District and County Councils. 
This new application (2020/881) makes that unsatisfactory situation worse, increasing the 
dwellings from 39 to 43 and hence the volume of traffic using Annes Walk. Alternatively, 
(because it includes access onto Annes Walk) 2020/881 could be built as a separate stand-alone 
development. Either way, the matter of access is once again a material consideration. It is 
therefore essential that the Highway Authority addresses the implications, specifically in 
relation to its own carriageway design standards. The Parish Council and no doubt residents will 
wish to consider that response but there has been none so far, despite the deadline for public 
comment being 31st July. This is unacceptable. 

Affordable Housing 
The covering letter and DAS indicate that all the affordable dwellings are within what would 
become the red 2018/2445) and that the overall affordable element already agreed would be 
unaffected. However sub-dividing the site would allow 2020/881 to be built separately. At 11 
dwellings it falls below the threshold at which an affordable element would be required. This 
could potentially lead to a claim that the affordable provision for the remainder of 2018/2445 
(32 units) was now too high. The Parish Council is aware that the adjoining site (Chartwell Land) 
has also been artificially sub-divided, resulting in a reduction in the overall affordable element. 
The Parish Council also notes the concerns of the TDC Strategy Team regarding artificial sub 
division of 2018/2445 and the potential effect on the number of affordable units. It is therefore 
essential that this matter is clarified before the application proceeds. The overall affordable 
element agreed under 2018/2445 must be safeguarded. Affordable housing as set out in TDC 
policies is a strategic priority for the Parish Council. If not secured it is in our view grounds for 
refusal. 

Flood resilience 
This is a key issue that has been covered extensively on the various applications here. 
In particular there are legitimate concerns over the potential effect of deep drainage boreholes 
on groundwater flooding in Caterham Valley and Whyteleafe and upon the underlying aquifer. 
The Environment Agency has expressed reservations about the use of this technique and 
correspondence has shown a confusion of responsibilities between them and the Lead Local 
Flood Authority over this matter. It is therefore essential that the Environment Agency provides 
a statutory response to this application. As at the deadline for public comment it has not done 
so, impeding the Parish Council in fulfilling its statutory role on behalf of residents. 

2020/1198: 70 Chaldon Road 
Loft conversion inc. rear dormers and front roof light 
No comment 

Meeting closed at 3.35pm 
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