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Half term and a sunny day.  What could be be� er?  

On the Town End recrea� on ground children,   

mums, dads and grandparents were enjoying the 

newly refurbished play area.

Par� cularly popular was the in-ground trampoline 

but the tradi� onal and non-tradi� onal swings were 

a hit also.

“It’s great, they really enjoy coming here,” said one 

mum as she watched Harry and Eloise enjoying the 

equipment.  “We would just like a bench to sit on”  

she added.

The improved facili� es are a joint project between 

Caterham on the Hill Parish Council and Tandridge 

District Council and cost £50,000. Let’s hope for lots 

of sunny days so that everybody can use them.

Councillor Jeremy Webster

Town End Play Area Completed

THANK YOU  THANK YOU  THANK YOU
Thank you once again to the following, who helped with this years’ Cedar Tree Lights Ceremony:

1st Caterham Scout Group and Andy 
Parr MBE who helped to set up and 
run the event. St Francis school 
choir, Hillcro!  school choir and the 
Caterham Community choir who led 
the singing. Buxton Homes who let us 
use their car park and provided power 
for the Cedar tree lights. Blends 
Catering who supplied the mince pies. 
The King and Queen (Fullers PLC)  
who provided mulled wine and so!  
drinks. Audley and Hillcro!  Schools 
who lent their stages. And of course, 
Father Christmas and his helpers who 
switched on the lights and gave out 

sweets.

Over £560 was raised and the 

money split between the First 

Caterham Scouts and Girl Guides. 
Caterham Hill and Chaldon District Guides receiving a cheque from Councillor Bo" en
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St. Lawrence’s Hospital Staff  War Memorial
by Liz Bonsall

As part of plans to mark the centenary of the First World War, the Bourne Society 

ini� ated a project to move the St. Lawrence’s Hospital Staff  War Memorial to a 

place of honour inside St. Mary’s Church. The memorial, which had originally been 

in the hospital chapel, had been ge�  ng badly eroded in Caterham Cemetery.   

Dona� ons from the local community, the Bourne Society and Waitrose Community 

Fund, together with a large grant from Caterham Hill Parish Council enabled the 

project to happen.  The First World War Memorial was cleaned and installed 

inside St. Mary’s Church and rededicated at the end of the Remembrance Day 

Service on 9th November 2014.

The background to this project may be of interest:

The Caterham Metropolitan Asylum opened in September 1870 to provide healthcare for ‘insane 

paupers’ living in workhouses in London.  In 1941 it became known as St. Lawrence’s Hospital a� er 

the parish in which it stood.  By the � me it closed in 1994 there had been great changes in the care of 

people with mental health/learning disabili� es.  The hospital was a signifi cant feature of Caterham life 

touching the lives of many local people.

Mick Burnell’s research showed that 131 men of the hospital staff  volunteered for duty during the Great 

War and 20 were killed in ac� on or died of wounds.  

A� er the First World War the staff  of the (then) Caterham Asylum erected 

a memorial to those staff  who lost their lives.  A� er the Second World 

War a plaque was added to commemorate those who died in that war.  

When St. Lawrence’s Hospital, including its chapel, was fi nally demolished in 1996 the memorial was 

removed to Caterham Cemetery at St. Mary’s Church.

Members of the Bourne Society and the Caterham & District Local History Centre have been researching 

the whereabouts and fate of the Second World War Plaque for many years but the mystery is unsolved.  

All that remains is a stone bar sta� ng “1939 – 1945 War Memorial from St. Lawrence’s Hospital Chapel”.  If the original plaque is not 

found it will be replicated once further funding is available.  

The names listed are: F. E. Harris, H. Howard, A. S. Smith, J. A. Stripp, A. S. Oakes, L. H. Wood and Nurse Pauline M. Lewis

Caterham Cemetery and the memorial 

today.  Photos courtesy Liz Bonsall

Unveiling WW2 Memorial Plaque.  

Courtesy East Surrey Museum.

Jeremy Webster, Liz Bonsall, Rev’d Steph Nadarajah, Rev’d Roger Lamont, 

Chris Bo! en. Irene Keefe, Mick Burnell at the memorial rededica" on

Planning Update   by Cllr Hilary Turner

Whyteleafe Road Planning Appeal and Local Plan Judicial 

Review 

Many residents will be aware that, following a six-day 

Public Inquiry, Village Developments (VD) were granted 

permission by the Government Inspector to build 14 houses on 

land at Whyteleafe Road.  This was a disappoin� ng decision, as the 

Parish Council had submi! ed strong evidence for the Appeal to be 

dismissed.  However, a more intrusive proposal for 27 dwellings was 

refused permission.

At the Inquiry, VD also disputed Tandridge District Council's (TDC) 

housing provision fi gures and wanted them sharply increased.  That 

issue was held over to a Judicial Review in the High Court, when other 

aspects of TDC's Local Plan and related policies were also challenged.  

The High Court decision, issued in February, fully supports TDC's 

policies. This means that the chances of success for controversial 

planning applica� ons - for example aff ec� ng the Green Belt - are 

reduced, for the � me being at least.

Recent Planning Applica! ons

The Parish Council is a statutory consultee on planning applica� ons 

submi! ed to Tandridge District Council.  When we submit comments 

to TDC, these are posted on the Parish Council website.

Oakhall Church, a long-established local community church, has 

applied to demolish the former AON / Garrod House building on the 

corner of Chaldon Road and Heath Road and to build a new church 

and ancillary facili� es.  We have submi! ed comments to TDC and a 

decision on this applica� on is expected as we go to press.

We have objected to a proposal to build fi ve fl ats, with only four car 

spaces, to replace a single house on a small site in Eldon Road.

There is also a new applica� on for re-use of the former Kenley Airfi eld 

HQ and NAAFI building at Victor Beamish Avenue off  Salmons Lane 

Green.  The proposal is for its conversion by a religious trust for use as 

an independent secondary school.  This site is in the Green Belt and 

within the Kenley Airfi eld Conserva� on Area, and the former NAAFI is 

Listed Grade II by English Heritage.  We are looking closely at whether 

this proposal will make a posi� ve contribu� on to conserving the 

heritage of the Airfi eld, as well as assessing its other local impacts. 

The Value of Neighbourhood Watch
Neighbourhood Watch can reduce the opportunity for crime. 

As an independent organisa� on made up by the community 

and led by the community, it benefi ts from partnerships with 

the police and other organisa� ons.  It has proved to be an 

eff ec� ve measure to improve the quality of life and promote 

safer communi� es. 

Neighbourhood Watch groups assist in the achievement of 

this aim by: receiving informa� on about local crime 

and repor� ng suspicious incidents, adop� ng crime 

preven� on measures to protect their homes and 

possessions, tackling local issues and looking out 

for their neighbours and keeping an eye on their homes, 

especially when they are away.

If you would like to fi nd out more then contact the Crime 

Reduc� on Advisor Mr Mark Howells on 01483 637077 or email 

mark.howells@surrey.pnn.police.uk.



Councillor surgeries are held on 
the last Saturday of the month at 
Caterham on the Hill Library (with the 
exception of August and December) 
from 10am to 12 noon.

If you have an issue you would like to 
discuss with your local representative please come along.

Ever thought of 
being a Parish 
Councillor?
Do you care about your 
community?

Do you have some spare � me in 
the evenings?

There are two common misunderstandings 

about Parish Councillors:

1. Parish Councillors are not employees or 

volunteers - they are elected representa� ves 

who volunteer their � me to work on behalf 

of their communi� es. In some parishes the 

councillors receive an allowance, but in 

Caterham on the Hill the councillors decided 

that public money was be� er spent on 

delivering local services.

2. Parish Councils are nothing to do with the 

Church – they are the most local � er of local 

government, covering a small geographical 

area – in our case Caterham on the Hill.

Parish Councillors have a dual role:- 

• They represent the views and concerns 

of the residents of the Parish to the Parish 

Council itself and, through it, to the district 

and county councils; 

• They report back to residents on issues 

aff ec� ng the parish (hence this newsle� er). 

The Caterham on the Hill parish council is 

less party poli� cal than Tandridge District 

or Surrey County councils and decisions 

are generally not made on party poli� cal 

lines. Parish Councillors come from all walks 

of life because it’s about represen� ng the 

community not yourself.

Parish Council elec� ons take place every 

four years - the next one will be in May 

2016. If you are interested in standing for 

elec� on next year please contact one of the 

councillors (see the list at the back of this 

newsle� er). If you would like to come along to 

a Parish Council mee� ng to see what it’s like, 

you will be very welcome – there is a public 

forum at the start of every council mee� ng 

where members of the public can raise any 

concerns and all are welcome to stay and 

listen to the whole mee� ng. 

Dates of mee� ngs are on the website at

 www.caterhamhillpc.org.uk

Judging of the 2015 Allotment compe� � on will take place in late July / early 
August this year. 

Prizes will be given out at the Caterham Hor� cultural show in September. 

Good luck and get digging!

CATERHAM HILL BEATS THE BOUNDS AGAIN

Caterham on the Hill Parish Council’s Circular Walk will take place this year 
on Saturday 30th May. 

The Hill walk is approximately 6 miles long and where possible follows the 
boundary of Caterham on the Hill Parish.

“Bea� ng the Bounds” is an ancient and once widespread custom. A group 
procession walked around the ‘bounds’ of a common, carrying s� cks or 
‘wands’ to hit landmarks along the way. This was believed to pass knowledge 
of the land onto the next genera� on.

The walk will start at St Mary’s church car park at 11.00am. The walk will go 
in a clockwise direc� on. In the morning, we will walk along the boundary 
with Chaldon. There will be a one hour break for refreshments a" er 3 miles 
in The Fox pub beer garden, where people who can only do 3 miles can leave 
or join. The second part of the walk will leave from The Fox at 1.30pm. Please 
meet at the pub’s front entrance. In the a" ernoon, we will walk along the 
boundary with Kenley and Whyteleafe, and return to St Mary’s Church for 
approximately 3.15pm. 

For more informa� on contact the Parish Clerk at caterhamhillpc@msn.com 
or call on 01883 708310.

2015 ALLOTMENT COMPETITION



The Police Neighbourhood Panel is the communitys opportunity to 

meet with their local safer neighbourhood team offi  cers and discuss 

ma� ers of interest or concern. Mee� ng dates can be found at

www.police.uk/surrey/TNCW/news-and-events/

Portley Ward

Councillor Sarah Burningham

148 Foxon Lane CR3 5SF

01883 346247

sarahjburningham@btinternet.com

Councillor Chris Botten

13 Avenue Road CR3 5TR

01883 341625

chris_botten@hotmail.com

Also District Councillor 

Councillor Hilary Turner

6 Harestone Hill CR3 6SX

01883 343359

hilaryturner@chalky-bank.co.uk

Also District Councillor

Councillor John Orrick

47 Chaldon Road CR3 5PG

01883 348098

johnorrick@hotmail.co.uk

Also County Councillor

Councillor Jean Hooper

23 Oak Road CR3 5TT

01883 341744

cybertrophic@gmail.com

Councillor Mike O’Reilly

19 Taunton Avenue CR3 5EB

01883 344095

mor@mor-2.demon.co.uk

Councillor Jeremy Webster

01883 348394

jeremy.webster1@btinternet.com 

Councillor Sue Gauge

24 Money Road CR3 5TE

01883 348521

sue.gauge@gmail.com

Councillor David Gosling

11 Drake Avenue CR3 5BS

01883 346049

Cllr.david.gosling@tandridgedc.gov.uk 

Also District Councillor

Queens Park Ward Westway Ward

The Parish Warden con� nues to report local issues 

such as potholes, overgrown hedges, li� er and 

graffi  � .

If you have any issues that you would like reported 

please email  caterhamhillpc@msn.com.

Parish Council mee� ngs take place on certain Wednesdays at Caterham on the Hill Library at 7.30pm. Members of the public are welcome to a� end and 

have the opportunity to give their comments. 

To fi nd dates of mee� ngs go to caterhamhillpc.org.uk or contact the Parish Clerk on 01883 708310.

From the Chairman

I am proud that we are one of the most pro-ac� ve 

Parish Councils in Tandridge District.  We have 

two main func� ons: we support local projects 

and organisa� ons; and we are a voice for the 

community.

Our three Commi� ees have con� nued apace, and 

you can read about some of their work in this 

Newsle� er.  Here are my personal highlights.

The new Town End play area (see page 1) was the result of a 

resident’s request to us at a Council mee� ng. She used the public 

open session to appeal eloquently for a much needed update to 

the playground.  We took up her sugges� on. I think the result is 

well worth it.

We have also agreed to fund a “Memory Tree” project which 

will be devised by an exci� ng local ar� st to create an oral history 

installa� on in St Lawrence’s Church as part of the Caterham 

Fes� val. The Council was bowled over by her enthusiasm and 

commitment.

The Planning Commi� ee supports residents by raising objec� ons 

to inappropriate development, and we have lobbied Surrey 

CC about the impact on traffi  c of the imminent extension to St 

Francis’ School.

I wrote in the last Newsle� er about our plans to set up a 

community interest company to look a" er local services if 

the District or County Councils decided they could no longer 

run them. I am pleased that good progress is being made in 

establishing the legal en� ty. More next � me!

Another very busy year, and no increase in our precept! We 

con� nue to off er very good value for money.

Please come to our Council mee� ngs if you have something to 

raise with us or just to hear our discussions. We are never boring, 

and o" en quite lively!

Finally, my sincere thanks to my fellow councillors, all volunteers 

of course, our excellent Clerk, Mrs Helen Broughton, and our very 

eff ec� ve Parish Warden, Steve Butler.

Councillor Chris Bo� en, Chairman of the Parish Council

Cllr Chris Bo� en

Dormers Care Home   by Chris Bo� en

In the autumn, the County Council launched a public consulta� on on the future of the 

six SCC care homes, including the much loved Dormers facility in our own Parish. I was 

privileged to chair a very well a� ended public mee� ng, at which local people’s views 

were passionately expressed.  I hope that we refl ected that passion in our response 

(which is on our website). 

The Surrey County Council Cabinet is holding a special mee� ng as we go to press and 

we await the outcome of that. If the decision is to close the facility, we will have to work 

hard to secure the future of the hospice provision there and seek strong guarantees for 

the welfare of the residents and their families. Watch our website for updates on this.

YOUR PARISH COUNCILLORS


