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Caterham on the Hill

This is a � me of unprecedented pressure on all levels of Local 
Government. Certainly the top two � ers, Surrey County Council 
and Tandridge District Council, face severe budgetary issues 
with, as you will have seen in the Local and Na� onal press, 
Surrey being par� cularly pressed.

One of the results of their constraints is that they seek to 
devolve some of the tasks they can no longer aff ord to other 
bodies, especially Parish Councils. Generally they wish to do this 
without passing on any money.

An example would be the maintenance of hedges and verges. 
This year SCC withdrew the funding of over £2000 for us to 
augment their service as we had done in recent years. This was 
a� er we had included it in our own budge� ng. We took the 
decision to provide the service this year from our reserves.

Another reduc� on has been the switching off  of streetlamps 
between 12 midnight and 5am - later changed to 1am and 5am. 
We off ered to pay SCC to con� nue the service and suggested 

diff erent models to keep the lights on. Unfortunately SCC 
decided that it would only deal with this ma� er through TDC 
and then only on a District-wide basis. The very diff erent needs 
of urban and rural areas make this an awkward decision for TDC. 
We shall con� nue to seek to fi nd a solu� on to this problem.

These are only two examples of the pressures that we face and 
we welcome your input to the debate as to how much, if any, 
we should step in to protect the much valued range of services 
that are threatened. Please contact any of your Councillors or 
our Clerk with your views. Despite the extra pressures we have 
decided not to increase our Council Tax at band D level and will 
remain the second lowest of the 21 Parishes in Tandridge that 
raise a precept.

Your, unpaid, Councillors along with our Clerk and Warden 
con� nue to work very hard as you will see elsewhere in this 
newsle� er. We have always ‘punched above our weight’ to 
con� nue to promote the sense of Community and Civic Pride 
that we hope add to making Caterham Hill the special place it is.

More responsibili� es for the Parish Council? 

The Local Resilience Project
The Parish Council has been listening closely to the Flood Ac� on Group to ensure 
that all the lessons can be learnt from the awful fl oods on June 7th 2016.

We have recognised too that the capacity of the District and County Councils to 
respond to emergencies is limited, so we have decided that we need to set up a 
Local Resilience Group, with a Resilience Co-ordinator, to lead on prac� cal ac� on 
on the ground in the case of emergencies such as heavy snow, fl ooding, power 
outage and loss of mains water. We wish to ensure that there are arrangements 
in place to support the vulnerable and ensure their wellbeing, and also to co-
ordinate a response to keep Caterham on the Hill moving and accessible.

The County Councillor community alloca� on of £4,000 is being used to pump 
prime the project and enable the purchase of vital equipment. We are looking 
to ensure that there is a coherent programme to ensure adequate gri�  ng and 
snow clearance, courtesy of our local farmers, and a quick reac� on if there is a 
local emergency.

This project will only be successful if members of the community support its 
work and respect its advice, such as the coning off  of fl ooded sec� ons of road, 
and we will make sure as far as we can that we keep residents fully informed of 
the work we are doing.
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The Caterham Chaldon and Whyteleafe
Neighbourhood Plan
JEREMY WEBSTER
CHAIR OF THE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN STEERING WRITES: 
 
The Caterham Chaldon and Whyteleafe Neighbourhood Plan is the second 
largest in the country, covering 30,000 people.

This plan seeks to influence the future of the area in which we live and work.
To achieve this, 19 policies have been created which allow us to:

 • Influence the nature of development 
 • Encourage builders to respect neighbourhood
  character and the environment
 • Protect locally significant views and green spaces,
  including allotments
 • Guard against the loss of community facilities and hubs
 • Promote the development of health and education facilities 
 • Lobby for improved infrastructure

THE LOCAL AUTHORITY IS ALREADY GIVING IT SIGNIFICANT WEIGHT IN PLANNING DECISIONS 
-  THE PARISH COUNCIL IS ASKING RESIDENTS TO VOTE ‘YES’ IN THE REFERENDUM ON MAY 
6th TO MAKE THIS FULL WEIGHT!

Introduction by the Parish Council Chair
The Parish Council has continued its work through all three lockdowns-meeting by Zoom and inviting local residents to 
join us as well. By being flexible about the way we conduct our meetings, we have been able to sort issues out there 
and then, or, if the responsibility to sort out the problem lies elsewhere, this can also be quickly done. We have invited 
councillors from other bodies to attend and have been pleased to see Councillor Jenny Gaffney from the Valley Parish 
Council join us for a recent planning meeting, where the proposed Church Walk Development was on the Agenda. 
Jenny also joined us for a full Council meeting as all Councils in the Neighbourhood Plan area are, at the prompting 
of the examiner, registering buildings and green space, such as the Heath Road Allotments, as Assets of Community 
Value. We want all four parishes in the Neighbourhood Plan Area to move forward together with this initiative.

As the outgoing Chair I would like to thank my colleagues for progressing projects that will in the future be shown to have 
massive importance for the Community. The Westway Centre was saved from closure and since December has been 
both a Vaccine Centre and a Hub for us to conduct Outreach work in the Community - including reviving Meals on Wheels. 

The Neighbourhood Plan is on course for a Referendum on 6th May. Its worth has already been proven as Local 
Planning Officers are now implementing its policies, for instance in relation to building character.

It will be some time before Tandridge finalises its Local Plan. Until then the Neighbourhood Plan, with its emphasis on 
the value of Character, Green Spaces and Views, is the only successfully examined plan 
“on the block”.

A positive result in the Referendum is thus vital for the Community. 

Jeremy Webster
Chair Caterham Hill Parish Council.
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Parish Council Elections - Thursday 6th May
As well as the referendum on the Neighbourhood Plan, several local elections are also taking place on 6th May.  There 
should have been Parish Council elections last year, but those were postponed.  So all nine places on the Parish Council 
- three in each of Queens Park, Portley and Westway Wards - will be filled in May’s elections.  There will also be District 
Council elections (again postponed from last year), and an election for the Surrey County Councillor for Caterham Hill 
Division.  Finally, there will be an election for the Surrey Police and Crime Commissioner.

So that’s a lot of elections!  Tandridge Council’s election staff will be taking steps to ensure that polling stations are safe 
and secure.  Details are still being finalised, but it is likely that electors will be asked to bring their own pen or pencil in 
order to vote, as well as wearing a face mask and using hand sanitiser.

Voters may prefer to vote by post, particularly in the present circumstances.  You don’t need to give a reason to vote by 
post, and postal voting is safe, secure and private. 

If you’re thinking about voting by post, you can apply to do this now. This 
will make sure your application is processed early, and your postal vote 
can be sent to you more quickly once the candidates for the elections 
are confirmed.  Just visit the Electoral Commission website - https://www.
electoralcommission.org.uk/ - to download a postal vote application form, or 
contact customerservices@tandridge.gov.uk or phone 01883 722000.  The 
process is the same if you wish to appoint someone to vote by proxy on your 
behalf.

If you haven’t registered to vote in these local elections, you can do this by contacting TDC as above or by visiting www.
gov.uk/register-to-vote and completing the form on that website.

Your Parish Councillors say: “These elections will be important in deciding on how the Parish Council takes forward our 
work on providing local facilities and using the Neighbourhood Plan - if it is approved in the referendum - to protect our 
community.  Please do vote, whether in person or by post or proxy

From the Chairman of the Finance and General Purposes 
Committee
The Parish Council has always ensured best value for the public purse and has steadily built its resources to enable three 
key objectives:

 1. To enable community projects which add value and celebrate our town, such as the Christmas lights,
  hanging baskets and other touches that enrich our experience
 2. To enable the support of resilience programmes and problem solving on behalf of residents who may be
	 	 experiencing	difficulty	-	from	snow,	flood	or	other	emergency
 3. To enable the Parish to undertake urgent work where District and County have left gaps in provision, such
  as hedge and verge cutting, signage repair, pavement gritting or other urgent civic works. This year the
  Parish has funded speed safety assessments and paid for speed signalling on Burntwood Lane due to be
  installed soon.

We have the benefit of a large population, so we can raise a relatively small amount from each household (the fifth lowest 
in the District) but still fund tree planning, memorial benches or other resident requests, and we can undertake major 
capital works too, with the benefit of money from developers when it becomes available. We also developed a fund to 
save and develop the library, having promised some years ago that we would keep a library service here at all costs. If the 
County Council goes ahead with plans to develop it we can divert the capital to other worthwhile 
projects. If it does not, we will be able to continue the much valued service.

The Parish is also able to award grants for local charities and voluntary groups, and has regularly 
supported a number of valuable projects which serve the vulnerable in our community.

Because of our prudent and effective financial management we did not need to increase the 
precept this year and can still maintain all the services we provide.

We have always been able to make a difference - on your behalf.
Cllr Chris Botten, Committee Chairman.



Farewell to our Great Parish Council
by Hilary Turner, Parish Councillor 2004-2021

I have served on Caterham on the Hill Parish Council for 17 years.  It has been a great privilege to 
do so.  During all that time there has never been confrontation between members of the PC.  Party 
politics has not played a part in our decision-making; we have always come to an agreement after 
everyone has spoken.  We have welcomed the public to the Parish Council meetings, and residents 
can speak at the beginning of the meeting; often, they are asked for their views during the meeting.  
Much of this is due to our excellent clerk who knows the rules by which our meetings should be 
managed and then carries out the wishes of the Council. 

The PC has always put the community first.  It has done a great deal for residents and local businesses.  If you look round 
the Hill you will be able to see so much that the PC has initiated since the year 2000 (when it was formed) - from snow 
angels, to hanging baskets and benches, and carols round the cedar tree, our parish warden who checks for problems, 
competitions of various kinds and more.  We have also spent much time and effort commenting on planning applications 
on behalf of our community.  We have responded robustly to the draft Tandridge District Local Plan and we have taken a 
leading role with other local parish councils in preparing our own Neighbourhood Plan.   

I hope that the PC’s good work and our positive, outward-looking approach will continue for many years to come.

My time on Caterham on the Hill Parish Council
2000-2021 Sarah Burningham

In May 2000, after a local vote in favour of creating a parish council for our area, I was one 
of 9 local people elected as parish councillors. Most of us had no previous experience of 
standing for election for local government. We were, however, fortunate to have 2 members 
who had previous experience at a district level. All nine of us were elected under a party 
political banner and 3 different parties were represented. We had help from an experienced 
clerk, John Sandiford, to help us begin our new role as parish councillors. We elected John 
Orrick, one of our number with experience as a councillor, as our first chairman.

From the very beginning our intention was to work together for the benefit of our community. 
We agreed to rotate the chairmanship to reflect the political make up of our council and to 
confirm our decision to always put our community first. 

The first 4 years involved putting in place a lot of aims and objectives which have evolved 
into where we are as a council in 2021. We organized ourselves into committees to cover the 
various duties and activities we took responsibility for. These committees currently exist in the 
form of Financial and General Purposes, Projects, and Planning. Normally these committees 
meet separately from full council. Suggestions from these committees are brought to the full 
council for their approval. 
 
We have been involved in a wide variety of ways in trying to improve and add to the life of residents and businesses 
on the hill. This extends from making the Hill a more attractive place, with hanging baskets, Christmas lights, tree and 
bulb planting, helping it run smoothly with the provision of grit bins and extra snow clearance when required, to getting 
involved in community activities such as our parish council Christmas cedar tree event. We make grants to a variety 
of local organisations to help them, including regular financial help to the Caterham Carnival. We look at all planning 
applications which are relevant in our area and make our views known to Tandridge District Council when we need to. We 
have also commented on TDC Local District Plans when they have been drafted. Since 2012 we have worked alongside 
our neighbouring parishes and many residents in drafting a Neighbourhood Plan for the CR3 area. This has taken far 
longer than expected but we will be putting the the plan before our residents in the form of a referendum on May 6th.

In 2006/7 we appointed Helen Broughton as our clerk. Helen has played a huge part in our success as a council and we 
are very lucky to have her. We have also employed a Parish Warden who has patrolled the Hill, reporting problems to 
us, and to other councils on our behalf. More recently we have employed a resilience officer, originally as a response to 
flooding, but he has also proved  very useful in other areas 

As required we have held elections every 4 years other than in 2020 when they were cancelled nationally due to 
coronaviruss. As well as at election time, members of the council have stood down for a variety of reasons and the council 
has replaced those who have stood down by election, co-option or by interviewing candidates. We have been lucky that 
we have many councillors who have stood for re-election many times which has resulted in continuity at the centre with 
new councillors joining and bringing fresh ideas and enthusiasm. Many of us have served for 16 plus years and been 
lucky to have done so, with a couple of us over 20 years. 

I have been a proud member of this council since its formation in 2000 but think now is the time to stand down. I 
have enjoyed working closely with so many people, both fellow councillors and our officers. I know that I will miss the 
challenges and the satisfaction of all working together to achieve so much. Best wishes and good luck to all future 
members of Caterham on the Hill Parish Council.



THE JOHN ORRICK MEMORY TREE
Cllr Helen Rujbally and Cllr Kerry Mansfield, with help from Vicky Robinson came 
up with an idea to have a memory tree fund raiser in memory of their dear friend 
and Queens Park councillor John Orrick, who sadly pasted away in November.

The tree was donated from Knights Garden Centre Warlingham and the lights 
were donated by local business owner Ben Morrison of BPG Events who ensured 
the lights shined bright every night.

For a donation of just £5, people could have a dedicated message to a lost or loved 
one added to a bauble that was placed on the the John Orrick Memory Christmas 
Tree which was placed on Westway Green. Over 152 personalised baubles were 
placed on the tree.  

All proceeds went directly to The Westway Centre in Caterham and Churches 
Together, to help fund the Christmas at Home scheme for residents in Caterham, 
Chaldon and Whyteleafe. 

£2489.00 was raised. People also had the opportunity to have their baubles 
returned to them after the tree was taken down.  

All the baubles that were donated in memory of John were made into a beautiful 
wreath by Cllr Kerry Mansfield. This was presented to John Orrick’s dear wife 
Annie and will become a family heirloom.  

Many have asked if this will become an annual event. Plans are already being 
made for this year - watch this space.
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Cllr John Orrick and his 
extraordinary legacy
When we lost John in November we all had a list in our head 
of all the things he had done for the Parish Council, and our 
memories of being inspired by him.

As it happens, he had made a list of the things he was most 
proud of, and his wife was able to retrieve it from his phone. It 
was quite a list!

He was a great servant as a governor to Audley and Hillcroft 
schools. He invented the idea of the Christmas lights at the Cedar 
tree. He invented the Oral History Project, the Poppy project, 
which made such a huge impression, he led on the VE and VJ 
celebrations, and was Secretary to the Carnival for 15 years, 
as well as chairing the Community Association since 1995. He 
helped countless residents with personal difficulties, such as 
homelessness, helped the Festival Street Party to a profit and 
leant his advice and support to countless other projects - always 
with humility, generosity, modesty and scrupulous honesty.

John was an example to us all of integrity in public life; he 
inspired us all, kept everyone on the straight and narrow and 
will be sorely missed.


